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� e last thing we want to 
leave behind is questions.

Let us help you share the answers.

700 Locust St., Cambridge // 410.228.4727

T h o m a s F u n e r a l H o m e P A . c o m

Prearranged Planning  | Full Range Of Burial And Cremation Options
Caskets, Vaults And Monuments | Cremation Urns And Keepsakes
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Welcome to Water Moves Us 2023
Local businesses are a big part of 

what makes our community so spe-
cial. In Dorchester County, our busi-
nesses add to the regional character, 
from boutique retail storefronts and 
restaurants, to the large-scale manu-
facturers, to the farmers and water-
men. Dorchester’s businesses are part 
of who we are. 

As the Economic Development Di-
rector, I would like to thank the new 
and existing businesses that have 
chosen to build and grow their opera-
tions here. I’d also like to thank the 
residents who shop, dine and spend in 
Dorchester. 

We’re proud to highlight the many 
kinds of entrepreneurs and innovators 
in this magazine. Here, you’ll find sto-
ries about legacy businesses, manu-
facturers, retail and nonprofits.

You’ll also find our main feature on 
public art. This county has many mu-
rals and most recently, the “Beacon of 
Hope”  statue of Harriet Tubman was 
unveiled in front of the courthouse in 
Cambridge. Public art has social, cul-
tural and economic value and is also 
tied to community pride and sense of 
belonging.

Here on Maryland’s beautiful East-
ern Shore, we also offer a vibrant res-
taurant scene. Look through our din-
ing list and try something new or go to 
your favorite spot. Dorchester is also 

home to the Mid-Atlantic’s first cer-
tified craft winery – Layton’s Chance 
and microbrewery RAR brewing. Dock 
and Dine options are also available 
throughout the county.

Most of all, you will meet people 
and projects making a difference and 
making an impact on the communi-
ty. I hope you Choose Dorchester to 
build, expand and grow your business.

The Dorchester County Economic 
Development office is committed 
to building a strong infrastructure 
for businesses and entrepreneurs to 
thrive. We understand that the key to 
your success is a strong, skilled and 

stable employee base. As a partner 
with Maryland’s Workforce Invest-
ment Board, we help new and grow-
ing businesses in Dorchester forge 
relationships and secure resources to 
recruit, hire and support their per-
sonnel needs. Our team can help you 
navigate workforce development pro-
grams, whether that’s partnerships 
with education providers, collabora-
tions with industry leaders or training 
services and initiatives.

We also provide site selection assis-
tance. Conveniently located off U.S. 
Route 50, Dorchester Regional Tech-
nology Park is a full-service business 
enterprise zone with 12 competitively 
priced, builder-ready lots, ranging in 
size from 4 to 5 acres These are ideally 
situated for Ag tech, advanced manu-
facturing and information technology 
and Environmental and Marine Scienc-
es. Prices begin at $23,000/acre, and 
lots average 4.6 acres. Businesses that 
build here will be in good company: 
the park is home to the Eastern Shore 
Innovation Center (the park’s flagship 
business incubator) and home to our 
economic development team.

– Susan Banks
Director of the Dorchester County

Economic Development Office

If you are interested in starting or expanding your business in Dorchester County, we’re here to help. 
For more information contact Dorchester Economic Development Office in Maryland at

(410) 228-0155 or visit www.choosedorchester.org.

Director Susan Banks | Incubator Manager Tina Thompson| Business Development Manager A.C. Alrey

The Dorchester County Economic Development Office is focused on developing and 
implementing strategic initiatives to assist businesses with growth and expansion projects and to attract new 

industry. The mission of the Economic Development Office is to create a business environment where 
local firms can compete and thrive in today’s global economy.

DORCHESTER COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Profile of a County on the Move!

2022

Dorchester County Economic Development
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A BEAUTIFUL PLACE: HAVE YOU BEEN HERE? ELECTED OFFICIALS

State Representatives

Governor 
Wes Moore

Lt. Governor 
Aruna Miller

Senator
Johnny Mautz IV

Delegate 
Sheree 

Sample-Hughes

Delegate 
Tom Hutchinson

Delegate 
Christopher 

Adams

County Leaders

Rob Kramer Jr.
District 1

William Nichols
District 2

George “Lenny” 
Pfeffer Jr.
District 4

Mike Detmer
District 5

There is unquestionably a uniqueness 
about Dorchester County that makes it a 
special place to live, work and play. While 
my entire representative district also en-
compasses Caroline, Talbot and Wicomico 
Counties, all of which are beautiful places 
to live, Dorchester County is referred to as 
the “Heart of the Chesapeake,” and it will 
always hold a special place in my heart.

In Dorchester County you will hear 
the term “from here” meaning you were 
born and raised in the county (and in 
many cases from a long family lineage) or 
“come here” meaning you have relocated 
to Dorchester County (even if you relo-
cated when you were 1 year old!). Having 
bought my property 20 years ago and mov-
ing permanently to Dorchester in 2010, I 
am definitely a “come here,” but regard-
less, I have always felt welcomed here! And 
that is one of the greatest characteristics 
about Dorchester County. Whether you 
are visiting, working or residing here, you 
will always be welcomed here.

“Water Moves Us” is the motto for 
Dorchester County and it is perfect way 
to highlight our number one asset: the 
Chesapeake Bay. With over 1,700 miles 
of shoreline, Dorchester provides access 
to the following rivers which define the 
borders of our vast county: Choptank, 
Little Choptank, Honga, Blackwater and 
Nanticoke, all of which provide a unique 
waterfront experience. During the sum-
mer months you will see many of our hard-
working watermen catching Maryland 
blue crabs and then as the cooler weather 
sets in they will be out dredging or tong-
ing oysters, a true delicacy of the bay!

If you are a boater, launch from one of 
the many public boat ramps around the 
county to spend a beautiful day on the wa-
ter fishing, crabbing, swimming, water ski-
ing, tubing or just relaxing — and let your 
worries float away. Many entrepreneurs 
offer fishing charters, boat rentals and jet 
ski rentals as well. If you enjoy a slower day 
on the bay, then perhaps sailing or kayak-
ing along these pristine shorelines is more 
your speed. You will find plenty of spots to 
rent or launch your kayak.

If you are more of a landlubber, do not 
worry, there is plenty of natural beauty on 
land to enjoy in Dorchester County. Take 
time to drive along the many scenic by-
ways that are well marked throughout the 

county. Drive through Blackwater Refuge, 
where you will see a variety of wildlife, and 
if you’re lucky, you’ll spot a majestic bald 
eagle soaring in the air. Stop at one of the 
many farm stands that you find along the 
roadside. Some of them offer a fun fam-
ily experience to learn more about the 
county’s rich farming history. Depending 
on the time of year, you will see fields full 
of corn, soybean, wheat or beautiful sun-
flowers and wildflowers as far as the eye 
can see. Whether grain farming or poul-
try farming, Dorchester County is proud 
of our farming heritage. At the end of the 
day, you will discover the most beautiful 
sunsets that you will ever see, especially in 
the fall as the western sky transitions into 
a full-color kaleidoscope.

In addition to the miles of shoreline, 
Dorchester County offers over 600 miles 
of scenic roadways which offer many safe, 
low-traffic routes to enjoy cycling. Wheth-
er a casual or serious cycler, you can find 
a route that is perfect way to enjoy a beau-
tiful day. Throughout the year, there are 
many supported rides that offer a variety 
of distances based on skill level. Dorches-
ter County is home to both Ironman 70.3 
Eagleman and Ironman Maryland triath-
lons, which bring athletes and visitors 
throughout the world to swim, bike and 
run in a beautiful natural setting.

So, it doesn’t matter if you are a “from 
here,” a “come here,” or in my case, a new 
term I’d like to introduce: a “been here.” 
Always know that you will be welcome 
here.

– Tom Hutchinson
Maryland State Delegate

District 37B

Ricky Travers
District 3
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Strong roots & diverse industries: 
A word from the Chamber of Commerce

The Centennial Celebration in September 2021.

By Bill Christopher
President/CEO
Dorchester Chamber of 
Commerce

Dorchester County is 
a unique and very special 
place. Our location and 
size support a wide vari-
ety of professional and 
recreational activities. 
About 540 square miles 
of land make it the larg-
est county on Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore; add to 
that almost 70 square 
miles of water, and we 
are one of the largest counties in 
the state. Our borders are primarily 
the Chesapeake Bay along with the 
Choptank and Nanticoke Rivers — as 
a result we have over 1,500 miles of 
shoreline to support a rich nautical 
culture.

While the population is only a little 
over 32,000 (providing plenty of room 
to spread out) we have a diverse set 
of industries and attractions. We have 
strong roots in agriculture and the 
seafood industry that still provides a 
strong base for our economy. We are 
home to large and small manufactur-
ing and logistic facilities shipping and 
servicing products all over the world 
– from architectural mesh to yachts. 
We have a microbrewery, a winery and 
a farm market that have all become 
destinations for visitors. Local res-
taurants regularly win awards at the 
state and national level and our retail 
merchants offer unique and everyday 
items for residents and tourists alike.

The county also has a long list of 
activities and attractions that add to 
our economic viability. We are host 
to two annual IRONMAN triathlon 
events that bring visitors in from 
around the globe. We have two an-
nual international power boat races 
with top racers in the world showing 
up to compete. We have a world-class 
Hyatt resort sitting on the shores of 
the Choptank River which hosts large 

corporate events. You can engage in 
water sports of any type as well as 
some of the best hunting and fishing 
to be found on the East Coast. There 
are festivals held throughout the year 
celebrating our rich cultural history. 
And we are home to the Blackwater 
National Wildlife Refuge, the Harriet 
Tubman Underground Railroad Visitor 
Center and the new Beacon of Hope 
statue, found on the cover of this pub-
lication.

Founded in 1921, the Dorchester 
Chamber of Commerce is the commu-
nities oldest, largest and most effec-
tive business advocate. The Chamber 
membership represents all sectors 
of business and community activ-
ity found in the heart of Chesapeake 
Country. The 17-member Board of 
Directors and staff work tirelessly on 
behalf of the membership and the 
community to realize the vision for 

“a strong, sustainable, vibrant, and 
inclusive community.” The Chamber 
partners with key organizations like 
Dorchester County Economic Devel-
opment and Small Business Develop-
ment Center (SBDC) to provide ser-
vices to members and the business 
community as a whole. These working 
partnerships provide a strong business 
support system for existing and new 
businesses within the county.

We encourage you to take time to 
learn more about this special place we 
call home and consider making it your 
home.

Learn more:
Dorchester Chamber of Commerce
306 High St., Cambridge, MD 21613

(410) 228-3575
info@dorchesterchamber.org

dorchesterchamber.org
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By Laura Walter

Imagine starting your own business. 
You’ve got a good idea that could im-
prove the world or even solve a niche 
problem. The Eastern Shore Innovation 
Center wants to help people take that 
step forward and bring their ideas to life.

The center is Dorchester Regional 
Technology Park’s flagship business 
incubator and home to the county’s 
economic development team. The 
Cambridge building offers office space, 
meeting rooms and access to business 
resources, like mentoring. Or as they 
say, “We offer a fully supportive environ-
ment to accelerate business growth and 
help entrepreneurs develop the next 
generation of technologies.”

One such entrepreneur is Clevon “Ty” 
or “Big Ty” Johnson Jr., who brought 
his consulting startup to the center.

“I’m starting a gaming company, 
so if someone comes to me and they 
have an idea for an app … I have the re-
sources to get it done,” Johnson said. 
“A lot of people come to me because 
they know of the resources I have in 
the entertainment world … so I’ll be 
the connection.”

That’s why his business is called 
Bridging the Gap Gaming Inc. He’ll 
be a consultant for anyone looking to 
design a mobile app, especially gam-
ing, or anything else regarding mobile 
technology. “I want to be the person 
who helps people connect, see what I 
can do for them … a lot of people don’t 
think they can take it to the next level, 
especially here on the Eastern Shore.”

Finding the Innovation Center was 
“just the perfect thing. It’s like an in-
cubator: they got resources to help 
me,” Johnson said. “I’m just jumping 
out there right now. I have the resourc-
es, so I’m going to utilize it.”

In the future, he envisions hosting 
a video game event or convention. “A 
lot of gamers are loners … I’ve got to 
be the one to bring ‘em out, introduce 
‘em to each other. They may have gam-
ing ideas” or want to play a bigger role 
in the gaming world. “They don’t know 
they can take it to the next level.”

Johnson’s a creative person, so while 
consulting, he also plans to pursue app 

development, and he welcomes future 
collaborations in pursuing cybersecu-
rity training, especially for youth.

So Johnson took an office suite at 
the Eastern Shore Innovation Center. 
The center is “dedicated to creating a 
flexible and professional work environ-
ment for startups and small businesses 
to ignite, fuel and thrive. ESIC fosters 
entrepreneurship and business innova-
tion, serving as a catalyst … for new 
and emerging businesses in Dorchester 
County and the region.”

“The process was really easy! Miss 
Tina Thompson, she’s the nicest per-
son you could meet, she just made it 
easy, gave me the packet of papers. 
How do people not know about this?” 
he mused. “The fees are reasonable, 
and [the staff] want to help you. Walk-
ing in, I thought ‘I just want to be part 
of this.’”

The Innovation Center provides pri-
vate space for entrepreneurs to not 
only work and spread out, but also to 
host business meetings and make a 
good impression.

“You can take your time and get it 
started. If I opened a brick-and-mortar 
store, I would have to have business the 
day I open,” to afford rent and reno-
vations. But at the Innovation Center, 
“The building is super-duper new, you 
meet other people from other walks 

of life, you never know who you’ll do 
business with … they give you enough 
room to do good, and they help you 
along the way,” Johnson said.

“Everybody when I walked in there—
the people utilizing the building and 
the people at the Economic Develop-
ment center—they were just nice. I 
recommend anybody go there,” John-
son said. “If anybody has a start-up 
tech company, this will be wiggle room 
to get yourself started.”

Having grown up in Dorchester 
County, Johnson says, “I love it. It’s 
small, quiet, but it’s got a lot of history 
… There’s a lot of talent there, and 
on the Eastern Shore in general. They 
should come and dig in and find some 
unturned ground. Find that golden 
nugget! There’s a lot of golden nuggets 
around here.”

Businesses can rent up to four 
years in the center. The surrounding 
tech park also offers space for build-
ing a business’s own headquarters. To 
become a member of the Innovation 
Center, contact (410) 228-0155 or  
tthompson@docogonet.com.

Innovation Center helps tech consultant build business
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By Laura Walter
Photos by Audrey Wozny,
River Lane Photography

Maryland has celebrated Harriet Tub-
man all year for the bicentennial of her 
1822 birthday. Dorchester County, how-
ever, is leaving the place better than 
when it started: the stunning Beacon 
of Hope bronze statue was dedicated in 
September 2022, now a permanent fix-
ture at the county courthouse. And the 
public adores the 13-foot bronze sculp-
ture, said one of the community orga-
nizers who made it happen.

“I just can’t imagine [the lawn] with-
out her,” said Adrian Holmes, who is 
founder and president of the nonprofit 
Alpha Genesis Community Develop-
ment Corporation. Now this landmark 
by sculptor Wesley Wofford is another 
destination point on the Harriet Tub-
man Underground Railroad Byway.

As one of America’s most famous 
conductors on the Underground Rail-
road, Tubman was an abolitionist and 
suffragist, plus a scout, nurse and spy in 
the Civil War (for which, it took several 
decades and an act of Congress for the 
government to pay fair compensation) 
and devoted her later years to establish-
ing an elder home in Auburn, N.Y.

Born Araminta Ross in 1822 in 
Dorchester County, she later chose the 
name “Harriet” after her mother and 
“Tubman” for her first marriage. She es-
caped to freedom around age 27, a har-
rowing journey to complete even once 
— but she returned south about 13 
times to rescue others during her life.

“I’ve met so many people who have 
no clue this history took place in the 
state of Maryland, so the general educa-
tion of the public is necessary. It puts 
into perspective what this woman did,” 
Holmes said.

And 2020 brought civil rights and 
race relations back to the forefront of 
public consciousness. In autumn, the 
travelling exhibition of another Wof-
ford statue visited Cambridge: Harriet 
Tubman—The Journey to Freedom ar-
rived after both COVID lockdowns and 
civil unrest. After seeing the powerful 
sculpture, locals immediately called for 
a permanent marker of Tubman’s life. 
It was time to reexamine “the history 
of African-American people, and how 
we’ve been resilient in the community,” 
Holmes said. “We can’t change what 

happened, but we can have conversa-
tion about it and move from it. That’s 
what the statue does. It helps us put it 
in perspective … and move forward in 
the community.” With a recent focus 
on public art, AGCDC was also instru-
mental in other community murals, like 

“Take My Hand” and “Black Lives Matter”.
“I love [that] art is so subjective, and 

it hits people in so many ways,” Holmes 
said. “People come to grips with their 
own inner energy, and it’s not up to us to 
moderate that. ‘Art changes people, and 
people change the world.’ I’m not sure 

The Beacon 
Over Cambridge
Harriet Tubman statue comes home
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who said that quote, but it’s so true. We 
let the art speak to the people…and 
maybe they ask questions where maybe 
they wouldn’t have [before].”

Alpha Genesis led the commission 
of a new sculpture, with incredible sup-
port from officials at the City, County 
and Courthouse. The courthouse is so 
significant because many Black and 

Brown people were sold as chattel 
there. Harriet’s niece, Kessiah, was sup-
posed to be one of them. But Tubman 
helped orchestrate a plan to steal the 
young woman away, and later, person-
ally helped lead the family to safety in 
Canada (according to Edduard Prince, 
Kessiah’s great-great-great-grandchild 
at the statue’s dedication).

Sculptor Wofford of North Carolina 
also dove whole-heartedly into the proj-
ect. The statue itself depicts a young 
Araminta Ross on the ground, one hand 
still shackled, and the other stretched 
up toward a vision of her adult self: Har-
riet Tubman, holding out a key to help 
herself unlock the shackles of bondage. 
Adult Harriet also reaches up as her oth-
er hand forms the North Star and com-
pass rose. She stands upon a cracked 
oxen yoke that is not completely de-
stroyed (signifying the ongoing strug-
gle toward equality) and is surrounded 
by countless shackles, both open and 
closed (recalling the many slaves who 
either did or did not eventually escape 
slavery during their lifetimes).

“The way Wesley positioned Harriet 
and Minty’s hands, it takes you back to 
the Sistine Chapel,” reminiscent of God 
reaching toward Adam. “It takes you 
back to how we relate to each other … 
none of us walk this alone, and all of us 
have this obligation to reach out and be 
a blessing,” Holmes said.

Countless hands made this work pos-
sible, between public forums and the 
AGCDC volunteers. With the communi-
ty ‘guiding his hand,’ sculptor Wofford 
suggested this could serve as a nation-
wide model of using public art to build 
bridges of empathy.

The AGCDC formed around 2014 to 
celebrate diversity and build a more vi-
brant community. Based on High Street 
with Executive Director Jermaine an-
derson, they would organize drum cir-
cles, arts events and serious community 
conversations. This solidified into the 
annual Day of Resilience, at which the 
Harriet statue was dedicated.

Although the statue itself is done, 
the discussion continues. Alpha Gen-
esis Community Development Corpora-
tion has been planning a time capsule 
and a documentary for 2023, the 110th 
anniversary of Tubman’s death, and 
commemorative bricks can still be pur-
chased for the statue’s footpath. Also in 
Cambridge, AGCDC wants to erect an 
open-air pavilion for people to enjoy.

“We have a responsibility and obli-
gation to teach history with our heads 
held high … celebrate that we’re no lon-
ger there,” Holmes said. “Are we where 
we need to be? No, but when you look at 
that statue, with that oxen yoke break-
ing, that statue shows that we are still 
learning and progressing as people.”
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Serving Dorchester County at 3 Convenient Locations!

ATM 
24 Hour Banking

ONLINE

www.HebronSavingsBank.com

YOUR HOMETOWN COMMUNITY BANK FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS!

Cambridge - Rt. 50
2801 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge, MD 21613

Phone: 410-228-2440

Vienna
100 Market Street
Vienna, MD 21869

Phone: 410-376-3186
Lobby Hours

Monday-Thurs. 9:00-4:00
Friday 9:00-6:00 (No ATM)

LOBBY HOURS CAMBRIDGE
Monday-Thursday 9:00-3:00

Friday 9:00-6:00 Saturday 9:00-12:00

Since 1910, Hebron Savings Bank has been a strong community bank on Delmarva, offering a 
wide range of banking services in a friendly hometown atmosphere. We have thirteen full service 

branches in Hebron, Sharptown, Vienna, Cambridge, Salisbury, Fruitland, Princess Anne and 
Crisfi eld. Please call or visit one of our branches today. We look forward to serving you!

13 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

Salisbury

Cambridge - Cedar Street
6 Cedar Street

Cambridge, MD 21613
Phone: 410-228-9202

DRIVE UP CAMBRIDGE
Monday-Thursday 8:30-4:00

Friday 8:30-6:00
Saturday 9:00-12:00

Vienna
100 Market Street

410-376-3186

Princess Anne
30499 Mt. Vernon Rd.

410-651-1722

Quantico Square
410-543-9183

Cambridge
2801 Ocean Gateway

410-228-2440

Fruitland
108 E. Cedar Lane

410-860-4884

Riverside Drive
410-341-6670

Mt. Hermon Road
410-546-8118

Cambridge
6 Cedar St.

410-228-9202

Sharptown
303 Main Street

410-883-3121

Hebron
101 N. Main Street

410-749-1185

Crisfi eld
57 Richardson Ave.

410-968-0500

Carroll Street
410-742-8526

N. Salisbury Blvd.
410-548-2233

13 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
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THE MURALS OF DORCHESTER

The average visitor to Dorchester County might be sur-
prised at how many murals are here. From the waterfront 
reaches of Fishing Creek to the multitude of art in down-
town Cambridge, painters and communities are telling 
their story.

Barb Seese shared her perspective of public art from 
her role as executive director at Dorchester Center for the 
Arts, but many groups and volunteers have contributed to 
some 20 murals across the county.

“I always feel it elevates pride in our heritage [and] the 
power is because of the story, the truth of what happened 
here,” she said.

Many of the murals began for a local audience, whether 
in the historic city center or a convenience store that youth 
frequent. And this region “is developing a name for itself 
in terms of art. Cultural tourism is big … and certainly is 
an economic driver. But what it adds is a full experience 
when you’re walking downtown. Like that Women’s Mural: 
that was just an awful alleyway, and now it’s an incredible 

‘The real power in public art is to tell community stories.’”“By Laura Walter

“History of East New Market,” detail.
Artist Michael Rosato

“Black Lives Matter” mural, Cambridge.
Artist Miriam Moran and volunteers
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On Track Since 1892
Sixty-six cents was all it took in 1801 to purchase about one acre 
of land upon which the fi rst signifi cant building in the Hur-
lock area was built. The Washington Chapel was constructed 
in a grove of trees adjacent to town limits. After the Delaware 
Railroad built a station in 1867, in what is now Hurlock, and 
John M. Hurlock built a storehouse and his residence close by, 
the Washington Chapel congregation in 1888 combined with 
two others to erect a new church within the Hurlock commu-
nity - The Washington Methodist Church. But it was not until 
1890, when the Baltimore, Chesapeake and Atlantic (BC&A) 
Railroad intersected the Delaware Railroad in Hurlock, that 
the town really started to grow. 
Because of its excellent railroad facilities that carried passen-
gers and products to major destinations, Hurlock became the 
industrial and commercial hub of the northern part of Dorches-
ter County. It still holds that distinction, which is refl ected in 
the town’s motto, “On track ... since 1892.” 
Hurlock is the home to several industries and businesses re-
lated to food and poultry products, trucking, and other man-
ufacturing. In 1987 the fully serviced Industrial Park was es-
tablished on ninety-seven acres owned by the town. The entire 
Industrial Park was designated as a State Enterprise Zone in 
1989, providing substantial tax incentives to new industries 
meeting certain qualifying criteria. 
Hurlock has maintained not only the industrial and commer-
cial signifi cance bestowed by its railroad presence, but also the 
community spirit fi rst exhibited with the construction of the 
Washington Chapel. Hurlock has numerous churches repre-
senting a variety of denominations. The Hurlock Free Library, 
which is the oldest library on the Eastern Shore of Maryland 
and the second oldest in the state, originated in the Hurlock 
home of Henry Walworth in 1900. The community honored 
World War I veterans with a marble statue fi nanced through 
local fund-raising events. 
Hurlock’s community spirit is most evident at the Hurlock Fall 
Festival, now held on the fi rst Saturday in October every year. 
Initiated during the town’s Centennial celebration in 1992, the 
Fall Festival offers a full day of events - a kick-off parade, crafts, 
food, family activities, and train rides. 
There is also a train station that serves as the central location 
of the Hurlock Fall Festival. The town owns the train station. 
The town refurbished it with public and private funds in a de-
sign based on that of the fi rst station built in Hurlock in 1867. 
The town also owns two passenger cars that are used to provide 
train rides during the Fall Festival. 
The next time you are out and about make it a point to stop in 
and visit the Town of Hurlock. Discover one of the best-kept 
secrets in the State of Maryland. The small town quality of life 
in this Eastern Shore town is unsurpassed anywhere else on 
earth that we know of. 
This page reprinted and posted to this site in part by permission 
of the Maryland Municipal League -Annapolis, Maryland.

TOWN HALL
311 Charles Street, PO Box 327 

Hurlock, Maryland 21643
410-943-4181 • hurlock-md.gov

continued on the following page

destination,” Seese said.
“I think the real power in public art is to tell commu-

nity stories,” she added. “It makes people proud of their 
environment, and tourists see that, when it looks like com-
munity cares about their space.”

Years ago, the state had commissioned images for the 
Michener Chesapeake Country Scenic Byway, on themes 
such as the Hurlock railroad, the Vienna waterfront and 
the Native American lives throughout. Since then, a cas-
cade of art has filled the region, with themes of civil rights, 
growth and more history, from local parks and old alley-
ways to private businesses.

The new artistic push has grown in the past three years, 
perhaps revitalized by the 2019 Harriet Tubman “Take My 
Hand” mural. “It was a grassroots effort and a great com-
munity project. None of us could have predicted later what 

“Take My Hand” in Cambridge.
Artist Michael Rosato

“History of East New Market,” 
detail. Artist Michael Rosato
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Chesapeake College Mural in 
Cambridge.
Artist Red Swan studio

Miriam Moran adds to the “Black Lives 
Mural” on Race Street, Cambridge. 
Photo by Debra Messick.“Reflections on Pine” Local African-American 

Heritage mural in Cambridge.
Artist Michael Rosato

happened when that mural blew up [in popularity]. People 
learned, ‘Wow look what can happen to a downtown.’ It 
transformed the town, the customer base and tourism for 
Dorchester County … all of the sudden, people wake up 
and think ‘There is an economic impact to public art.” 
Now, more grant money is available for such projects.

Maryland is blessed by a multitude of talented artists, 
many of whom live on the Eastern Shore. Public art can 
come about in different ways, whether a building owner 
chooses to install an image for public consumption, or 
the community comes together to share their values and 
plan the picture. “It’s important that the community feels 
heard and they give feedback on what and who they feel is 
important.”

Typically, this abundance of art would seem common in 
a bigger city. “It is kind of surprising to find it a rural 
county on the Eastern Shore, so it is definitely something 
to be proud of here,” Seese mused. Maybe every county 
tourism board should think about murals.

Public art is so important because of the equal access: 
no dress code, no entrance fee, no doors to walk through. 
It’s for everyone. Out in the rain, or under hot sunny skies, 

continued from the previous page

“Marsh Song” in Cambridge.
Artist Michael Rosato

“Women of Dorchester County” 
in Cambridge.
Artist Bridget Cimino
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“Bungalow Wings” in Hoopers 
Island. Artist Ed Krell.
Photo by Debra Messick

“Believe” in Cambridge.
Artist Bobbie Jo-Elle Ennels.

“The Sparkling Blue Choptank,” 
detail. Artists Willy Schlossbach, 
Jen Wagner and volunteers.

mild spring mornings and cold icy nights, Dorchester’s 
murals always face outward. “You can’t force people to take 
an art class or go to a museum, but we know art impacts 
people’s lives in a positive way,” said Seese. “Having it out 
there, even subconsciously … you’re going to be impacted 
by that, and sometimes art creates dialogue, even if you 
don’t agree with it.” 

Seese is already planning grant applications for the next 
community mural. “There’s a lot of stories in the commu-
nity, and you want to be telling them all.”

Learn more about public art at visitdorchester.org/
chesapeake-country-mural-trail.

Coretta Scott King, detail, in 
Cambridge. Artist Miriam Moran.
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Story & Photos 
by Laura Walter

The rich
flavor of
  a small

farm .

 Darlene Goehringer wants people to 
see where their food comes from. Not 
only does she own Pop’s Old Place farm 
in Hurlock, but she encourages people 
to come for a whole tour and see the 
lifestyle of the meat they eat. “You’ll 
taste the difference,” she said. Most 
people are used to mass-produced meat 
in their everyday life, so grass-fed beef 
and lamb tastes completely different.

When raising cows, pigs, chickens 
and sheep, “I know that animal’s history 
… my quality assurance for my custom-
ers is that I feel good enough to feed it 
to my grandchildren,” Goehringer said.

The farms that reach across the 
Delmarva Peninsula range from big to 
small, as agriculture has remained a 
significant chunk of the economy for 
centuries. In Hurlock, Pop’s has built a 
following by going back to basics. Over 
time, what was once her great-grand-
parents’ farm has played all the roles: a 
traditional family farm; a monoculture 

of soybeans; a hobby farm with horses 
and goats; and now what might be con-
sidered a boutique farm that aims to 
“produce nutritious and delicious food 
for our family and our community, while 
focusing on soil health, animal welfare 
and environmental stewardship.”

Around the 70-acre farm, Goehringer 
describes the different roles of animals, 
like the old ewe who can still be relied 
upon to lead others, or a horse that pre-
vented predators from getting in the 
yard. She describes the foraging habits 
of the heritage hogs and the free-range 
laying chickens. And all those wildflow-
ers that she’s seeded into spare corners 
of the farm? That encourages a diver-
sity of pollinators—including the farm’s 
resident honeybees—and it’s beautiful, 
too. “You come out here in the morn-
ing, and it’s just alive with blue flowers 
and yellow birds.”

The Randall Lineback cattle is an 
old American breed that was brought 

back from near extinction, with distinc-
tive black and white markings and top 
rankings in taste tests. “They’re just so 
beautiful, so to think that they’re hardy 
and docile and good mothers and taste 
good … it just seemed to make sense 
for me,” Goehringer said.

It’s a hard-working lifestyle, for sure. 
Cows aren’t pets, they’re 900-pound 
livestock that will kick sideways if they 
want. Rams live up to their name and 
could seriously injure a person. Farm-
ing is very physical, and Goehringer’s 
partners in this land (and life) are her 
husband, Arthur Wilson, and a dog bred 
for herding instincts, Rose.

Years ago, when a family health scare 
pushed her to consider their food, she 
dove into research, from the internet 
to the grazing specialist at the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. Goehringer 
realized that our diet is impacted by the 
animal’s diet. “I want the animals to be 
healthy, and the best way is to have the 
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best forage that they can.”
Building up a livestock farm, she dug 

deep into regenerative agriculture. If 
large-scale farming efforts are hard on 
the land, how can she keep it sustainable 
and keep the animals healthy? She keeps 
it small. Grass is a cow’s natural diet, so 
she moves the herd to a different pasture 
whenever the grass gets too short. With 
time (and some extra grass seed), the 
roots continue stretching deep into the 
earth — critical for preventing erosion. 
“My goal is to not till the soil ever again,” 
she said. Cover crops and deep roots pre-
vent farmland from physically washing 
away with each rainstorm (which would 
disrupt her farm and flush unhealthy nu-
trients into the rivers and bay).

And each winter when the grass goes 
dormant, cows are sent to graze on hay 
bales in the least fertile field. “The goal 
is to amend the soil with organic mat-
ter: residual hay, manure, urine,” which 
deposits nutrients back into the field 
for later, Goehringer explained. Having 
sustainable practices means the land 
will stay healthy enough to continue 
working for her. And that can help the 
overall farming community, Goehringer 
said. “I like to support my neighbors.”

Gladly sharing her expertise, she 

welcomes visitors to monthly farm tours 
and also other farmers who want to talk 
technique. She’s mulling her next steps 
for the future: perhaps train a grand-
child or someone else to eventually take 
on operations? Teach a homesteading 
course for other people interested in 
this lifestyle?

Since she spent about 20 years in 
the corporate world before returning 
to a fulltime farm life, Goehringer isn’t 
the only person who delights in the 
authentic, rich flavors from her child-
hood farmhouse kitchen. Many shop-
pers chase that flavor, too. Goehringer 
primarily sells butchered and packaged 
meat at her farm store. Visitors bring a 
cooler to stock up on the frozen meats, 
freshly frozen after returning from 
a processer down the road. “Certain 
things bring people to the farm: they 
want flavor, they want to support local, 
they are having a health issue, and it’s 
a really diverse group, which makes it 
fun,” Goehringer said.

“I don’t go anywhere but here,” said 
customer Lisa Myers. “The color’s dif-
ferent, the smell, the taste, the texture 
… and when you learn about mass pro-
duction and how the animals are treat-
ed and then you come here and see the 

difference—” she was hooked. People 
certainly gather here. During just one 
random Sunday morning, the farm shop 
is visited by a local food blogger, a re-
gional soap maker and a member of 
the Maryland Biodiversity Project, who 
proposes doing an onsite insect survey 
(highlighting the soil’s fertility).

Pop’s does contrast from many large-
scale livestock operations. Trying to 
show his students that meat production 
can be done responsibly, professor and 
journalist Tom Horton found great in-
spiration at Pop’s. He and the Bay Jour-
nal wound up filming a 2022 documen-
tary on the farm. “There’s a tendency 
to dismiss little places like Pop’s as inef-
ficient, but that [notion] assumes it’s a 
good thing for 1 to 2 percent to feed the 
rest of us, disengaging most Americans 
from their land and their soil,” Horton 
says in the film, challenging the univer-
sality of mass production. “Farming re-
generatively, sustainably, is not cheap. 
But if you start accounting honestly for 
all the environmental impacts of indus-
trial agriculture and acknowledge the 
billions of subsidies that currently flow 
from government to that kind of agri-
culture, [industrial] is not going to be 
so much a bargain as you think.”



22   Dorchester County: Water Moves Us | 2023

In summer 2022, Cambridge entre-
preneur Ricky Fitzhugh announced his 
official acquisition of Ice Lab, a Glen 
Burnie-based company that carves 
custom ice sculptures and similar for 
special events across the U.S. This fol-
lows Fitzhugh’s own 18 years in the 
ice business, which contributes to the 
Dorchester economy.

A second freezing and production 
facility has been installed in the plant 
on Chesapeake Drive in Cambridge 
that also houses Hoopers Island Oys-
ter Co., Fitzhugh’s other major enter-
prise. There, multiple icemakers freeze 
10 by 20 by 40-inch blocks that weigh 
nearly 300 pounds for use in custom 
sculptures or top-quality cocktail ice. 
They fill the tanks with water and keep 
pumps circulating to maintain the 
clarity of the block. They can place 
fruit and other objects—even Nike 
shoes—into the freezing water using a 
special tool of their own design that re-
sembles a DNA model with the strands 
loosened.

“It’s very challenging trying to 
freeze stuff in the block, getting it to 
stay there,” said Fitzhugh. “You have to 
cut the machine off for a while and let 
it freeze there, and then turn it back 
on as the ice is getting set in place.” 
Once the ice is ready, an employee puts 
a hoist on lifter plates and pulls out the 
block, which is placed on a cart for car-
rying over to the bandsaw where it is 
cut.

When he earned his degree in ar-
chitecture from the University of 
Maryland, Cambridge-born Fitzhugh 
couldn’t have imagined he would be 
where he is today. He got into the sea-
food business because of his family’s 
background in the industry. Early on, 
another company provided the ice for 
packing the fish, but then around 2003 
a friend asked Fitzhugh if he was inter-
ested in a Baltimore ice producer called 
Rosedale Ice. He acquired the company 
and traveled to Baltimore every day for 
16 years, growing the distribution for 
bagged and block ice. Rosedale sold 

bagged ice to businesses, institutions 
and convenience stores, becoming the 
top supplier to retail brands such as 
High’s and Royal Farms. Fitzhugh was 
manufacturing blocks for a caterer in 
Baltimore who would bring in his own 
sculptors for events. When the cater-
er’s business downsized, Fitzhugh no 
longer had a market for selling blocks 
and decided his own company could 
do sculpting. Then, when Manassas, 
Va., based Ice Crystals chose to sell in 
2006, Fitzhugh bought it and kept its 
main sculptor.

Single blocks can be used to make 
sculptures of such things as angelfish, 
reindeer and Christmas trees. For big-
ger designs, blocks are stacked onsite 
and sprayed with water to fuse them 
together. Fitzhugh’s team has built ice 
bars (for drinks) that range from six to 
40 feet long, as well as ice lounges for 
weddings, graduations, corporate func-
tions and more. For the Russian Em-
bassy, they created a building from 73 
fused pieces of ice.

PUTTING
THE SHORE

ON ICE

Story and Photos by P. Ryan Anthony

PUTTING
THE SHORE

ON ICE
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In 2020, the owner of Ice Lab, one 
of Fitzhugh’s customers, wanted to get 
out of the business. Fitzhugh went in 
to help run the company and was im-
pressed with its marketing strategy, 
which drew a lot of contracts. The own-
er had also brought ice festivals to the 
Eastern Shore (a concept he got from 
contractors in the northern U.S. and 
Canada).

“I had been trying numerous times 
to promote an ice festival [in Cam-
bridge] years ago,” said Fitzhugh, but 
there had been little interest at the 
time. Fitzhugh also had an ice festival 
in Frederick that began in 2004.

During the pandemic, he came up 
with the idea for a drive-through ice 
sculpture Christmas display. Two-per-
son carving teams were each given 25 
blocks of ice, from which they sculpted 
their own themed designs. Then it was 
all lit up at night for carloads of appre-
ciative visitors. The event sold out in 
two days.

For ice festivals, Fitzhugh’s team 

will build ice slides out of 60 to 70 
blocks, as well as ice thrones for pho-
to opportunities. There are also carv-
ing demonstrations and competitions. 
Fitzhugh wants these to be interactive 
events for families.

After ice festivals were established 
in Baltimore, Easton, Havre de Grace, 
and places in Delaware and Virginia, 
Fitzhugh was ready to try Cambridge 
again. In pitching the event, he told 
the mayor and city council how profit-
able it could be, and then he worked 
with the Dorchester Chamber of Com-
merce to make it happen.

Despite a thick snowfall that 
knocked the event from two days to 
one, the first-ever Cambridge Ice & 
Oyster Festival in January 2022 was 
a bigger success than anyone had ex-
pected. Nearly 3,000 people showed up 
for a downtown winter wonderland with 
50 sculptures, interactive games, carv-
ing demonstrations, firepits for toast-
ing s’mores and an ice oyster bar. On 
a weekend when Cambridge is usually 

deserted, the restaurants were packed, 
and the merchants were ecstatic. “It’s 
just huge what it brings to those com-
munities after Christmas,” Fitzhugh 
said. “You know, it’s like having a sec-
ond Christmas in wintertime months.”

Being able to contribute to the town 
is a major motivator for the new Ice Lab 
owner, who wants “to help the commu-
nity big time.” Besides prepping for the 
2023 Cambridge festival, Ice Lab will 
already be sponsoring festivals almost 
every week next January and February. 
Also, they will send sculptors to Texas, 
California and Arizona for Enchant, a 
series of Christmas-themed villages 
produced by a Canadian outfit.

Plus, there is the cocktail ice divi-
sion, which has become a larger part 
of the business. For specialty drinks, 
Ice Lab can provide oversized spheres 
and two-inch cubes that are engraved 
with logos and other custom elements. 
It’s crystal clear that Fitzhugh is a very 
busy man.

Opposite, Ice Lab produces clear spheres for specialty cocktail drinks, and owner Ricky Fitzhugh steers the company into the future. 
Above, Fitzhugh has special equipment for designing ice blocks, in this unique form of manufacturing. 
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BROOKVIEW & ELDORADO
Sister communities located on the 

northwest branch of the Nanticoke River. 
Brookview was originally called Crochet’s 
Ferry, giving credit to the man who 
began the ferry from there to Eldorado. 
Crochet’s Ferry enjoyed a brisk trade in 
lumber, grain and shipbuilding. The town 
was renamed Brookview around 1900. It 
has the distinction of being the smallest 
municipality in the state. Eldorado, a 
historic settlement, was formerly known 
as “The Ferry.” The area was later given 
the name of the local farm, Eldorado, 
from where its post office originated. 
The road that serves Eldorado is marked 
Puckum Road, which has the motto, “You 
can’t get there from here.”

CAMBRIDGE
The seat of Dorchester County 

dating back to 1684, making it one of 
the oldest colonial cities in the state. 
Originally a seaport community along 
the Choptank River, its rich maritime 
heritage can be explored in museums, 
through the historic district and river 
cruises. In his epic novel, Chesapeake, 
author James Michener modeled the 
fictional city Patamoke after Cambridge. 
Many of the existing homes on High 
Street date from the 1700s and 1800s. 
Famed Underground Railroad conductor 
Harriet Tubman was born nearby, and 
the city honors her history. Numerous 
public murals depict the town’s history 
of Harriet Tubman, of Cambridge’s 
working people through the centuries, of 
the regional wildlife and more. Museums 
and art galleries honor Chesapeake’s 
maritime traditions: shipbuilding, 
sailing, fishing, crabbing, waterfowling 
and more. Stories are found at the 
historic courthouse; the Nathan of 
Dorchester skipjack; the Christ Episcopal 
Church with roots back to 1694; and its 
cemetery with final resting sites for four 
Maryland governors.

CHURCH CREEK
A small community settled along 

a creek of the same name, can trace 
its heritage to nearby Old Trinity 
Church, circa 1690. Several homes 
in the community date back to the 
18th century and are being preserved 

and maintained. It is located about 
seven miles southwest of Cambridge. 
Abundant with white oak and pine, the 
area thrived on shipbuilding for many 
years.

EAST NEW MARKET
Native Americans and European 

settlers traded here, near here and the 
North-South Choptank Indian trail. 
Today, the town’s historic buildings 
represent a variety of 18th, 19th and 
20th century architecture. At each of 
the four entrances to the town stands 
a church. In 1975 the entire town was 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Follow a self-guided walking tour 
to see the district that contains almost 
all the residences of the original founders 
and offers excellent examples of colonial 
architecture. A guided brochure is 
available at the Visitor Center.

ELLIOTT ISLAND
Just 18 miles south of Vienna and 

U.S. Route 50. This quaint waterfront 
village on Fishing Bay is home to 
approximately 70 locals. Great views of 
the wetlands, wildlife and waterfront wait 
as you take this beautiful scenic drive.

GALESTOWN
Galestown is located in the northeast 

corner of Dorchester County around 
Gales Creek and Galestown Millpond. 
Originally, the vicinity was part of a deed 
dating back to 1714 called “Harpers 
Delight.” It was later named Galestown 
after one of the first families to settle in 
the area, Dr. Gale. Prior to settlement, 
this land was Nanticoke Indian Territory. 
The unspoiled natural resources of the 
pond, the creek and the river attract 
anglers year-round.

HOOPERS ISLAND
Hoopers Island actually comprises 

three islands with authentic working 
watermen villages. Some properties have 
the earliest land grants in Dorchester, 
issued in 1659, 10 years before the 
county was established. 

The main island was allegedly 
“bought” from the Native Americans in 
exchange for blankets. The bridge to the 
Lower Island was destroyed in the Great 
August Storm of 1933.  

COMMUNITIES

The municipal building of East New Market. Photo by Laura Walter.
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HURLOCK
Incorporated in 1892 and the second-
largest municipality in Dorchester. The 
Delaware Railroad built a station here 
in 1867, and John M. Hurlock built a 
storehouse and his residence nearby. 
But it was not until 1890, when the 
Baltimore, Chesapeake and Atlantic 
(BC&A) Railroad intersected the 
Delaware Railroad in Hurlock, that the 
town really grew. Hurlock still holds the 
distinction of being the industrial and 
commercial hub of northern Dorchester, 
which is reflected in the town’s motto, 
“On track … since 1892.” Hurlock 
houses several industries and businesses 
related to food and poultry products, 
trucking and other manufacturing. The 
Hurlock Free Library, which is the oldest 
library on the Eastern Shore and the 
second oldest in the state, originated 
in the home of Henry Walworth in 
1900. With public and private funds, 
the Town refurbished the train station, 
based on the designs of the original 
1867 structure. The Town also owns two 
passenger cars that provide train rides 
each October during the Hurlock Fall 
Festival.

LINKWOOD AND SALEM
Small communities that date back to the 
1600s. Largely agricultural, they were 
centered around a Native American trail 
and chapel. Today, the busy Linkwood-
Salem Volunteer Fire Company offers hot 
and tangy barbecue chicken to travelers 
on summer weekends.

THE NECK DISTRICT
The Neck District is a combination of 
small villages, filled with a population 
of farmers, watermen, retirees, locals 
and newcomers. Winding west on Route 
343 beyond Cambridge, you’ll pass 
through Lloyds, Hudson, Cornersville, 
James, Thomas and Hills Point. These 
villages command water views of the 
Choptank River’s convergence with the 
Chesapeake Bay. One point of interest 
is the old country store. Lewis General 
Store has been in operation since 1875 
at the corner of Route 343 and Todd 
Point Road. Even former President Jimmy 
Carter has been known to drop in and 
swap a story or two.

SECRETARY
Secretary was founded at the time of the 
proprietary governorships of Maryland 
in 1661. While in Maryland, Lord Sewell 
served as Secretary of the Province of 
Maryland. In his honor, the land he 
owned was named Secretary. He built a 
home called Lady Sewell’s Manor with 
spacious rooms and enormous fireplaces. 
A section of that home remains and can 
be seen today.

SOUTH DORCHESTER
Filled with small villages. Driving in 
the Church Creek region, you can pass 
through Woolford and Madison, both 
rich in a history of shipbuilding and 
tobacco farming. Or, turn onto Route 
336 and through the villages of Crapo, 
Wingate, Bishops Head, Toddville and 
Crocheron, where many still make their 
living working in the water and seafood 
processing plants.

TAYLORS ISLAND
Located on Route 16 in the southwest 
part of the county. Unique homes, 
schoolhouses, a museum and three 
churches are points of interest. Many 
sites on the island are listed on the 
National Historic Register. This large 
island, comprising 1,100 acres, is a 
classic illustration of Chesapeake Bay 
tidal marsh habitat.

VIENNA
Located on the eastern edge of Dorchester 
and first explored by Captain John 
Smith in 1608, one of the oldest colonial 
settlements in the state. This small 
community is home to a 1768 Customs 
House, the Vienna Heritage Museum and 
a waterfront park, among many historic 
properties. Each April, Vienna hosts the 
Annual Nanticoke River Shad Festival in 
conjunction with the Nanticoke River 
Canoe and Kayak Adventure. Near town, 
the Handsell historic site tells the story 
of slavery, settlers and native peoples.

COMMUNITIES

Saxophonist Tracy Cutler wows a mermaid and her mom at Second Saturday, where 
art, music, shopping deals take center stage in Cambridge. Photo by Debra Messick.
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By Laura Walter
Photo by Debra Messick

Senior adults and young children 
attend daytime programming together 
at a new spot in Cambridge, Md. The       
intergenerational approach is a novel 
concept, but it’s seen success elsewhere.

The Harry and Jeannette Weinberg 
Intergenerational Center at Chesapeake 
Grove now “houses our senior program 
and services. It also houses a childcare 
center. Chesapeake Grove is a place 
and a mission to provide services across 
generations. The building is construct-
ed to provide informal and formal pro-
gramming for those groups,” said Mary 
Handley, senior programs manager for 
Delmarva Community Services, Inc.

DSC is the parent organization that 
manages the center and operates many 
different programs there, including as 
a contractor for the Maryland Depart-
ment of Aging.

How do a childcare and senior center 
coexist? “It’s my job to find activities for 
the seniors and children … to interact 
in this building. The center of the build-
ing is a big center atrium, like a park. 
The children might ride their trikes all 
over, and the seniors sit on benches and 
watch. That’s informal.” Then there are 
structured programs, like a Halloween 
party or story time together (which 

helps keep everyone sharp). The walk-
ing club was especially sweet, since the 
adults and kids each were helping the 
other get around. And the conversa-
tions are enough to do good. Children 
learn social skills and enjoy special at-
tention from an adult figure. Adults en-
joy doting on kids and enjoy the spark 
of young imagination and enthusiasm.

This is big for the overall community, 
too, Handley said. “People are part of 
the fabric of their communities again 
just because they’re not isolated any-
more. That’s going to have a positive 
outcome.” Chesapeake Grove is giving 
people a reason for living,” Handley 
said. “The seniors are like ‘I have to get 
up and get dressed. I have to read to the 
kids today and see my friends. I have 
things to do.” 

“There are tons of studies [that find] 
isolation creates depression, poor health 
outcomes and early-onset death — and 
so this is about not being isolated.”

As for children, the center gives chil-
dren the opportunity to interact with 
older people … in a really state-of-the-art 
childcare environment,” Handley said.

“They don’t have judgements of each 
other. Kids don’t care if the adults are 
a good singer or bad singer … they re-
spect each other and they thrive when 
they’re together,” Handley said.

The overall Chesapeake Grove center 

is open to the general public, not just its 
clients. The building will lease out space 
for a hairdresser, barber and masseuse; 
a gift shop and computer lab are com-
ing soon; and the coffee shop is about to 
reopen after some upgrades. 

“It’s a community center. Folks can 
come in, buy a coffee and a breakfast 
sandwich on the way to work,” and then 
they’re part of this world, too.

“Delmarva Community Services has a 
long history of identifying need and fill-
ing it,” Handley said. “It took them 10 
years to get the permit [but] the whole 
property is becoming a campus. Our 
next step will be housing and a wellness 
center, with transportation linking it all. 
And we all need that, right?”

The mission of Delmarva Community 
Services is to be a multi-service, non-
profit agency dedicated to helping peo-
ple who wish to maintain dignity, and an 
independent lifestyle within their com-
munity on the Delmarva Peninsula. 

The center brought several services 
under one roof, including Delmarva 
Community Services and Delmarva 
Works, and it introduces a new childcare 
component for ages 0 to 5. The space 
is designed to address modern expecta-
tions for community services and facili-
ties.

It’s a program long envisioned by Dr. 
Santo A. Grande, president and CEO 
of DCS. The floorplan was designed to 
be welcoming, encourage spontaneous 
interactions, convey a community-like 
feeling and encourage a family atmo-
sphere among its staff and visitors. The 
facility itself will encourage genuine 
interactions. In similar facilities across 
the country, this model has been proven 
to be mutually beneficial for everyone 
involved. The 42,000 square-foot center 
also houses conference rooms for the 
public rental. 

Delmarva Community Services also 
serves individuals with disabilities, peo-
ple living with poverty, medically frail 
and transportation disadvantaged. They 
oversee the local Meals on Wheels and  
house the local Maryland Access Point 
office on behalf of the Department of Ag-
ing, where staff serve help families with 
public and government senior services.

Intergenerational center creates community of young and old
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ARTBAR 2.0
420 B Race Street, Cambridge
(443) 988-1554
Neo soul-infused food near the Harriet 
Tubman Mural, offering dinner, shows, 
live music and Sunday Brunch with live 
gospel, jazz and Motown.

AVA’S
541 Poplar Street, Cambridge
(443) 205-4350
Ava’s Pizzeria & Wine Bar won multiple 
awards in St. Michaels, with a new 
location in Cambridge. Indoor and 
outdoor dining.

BAY COUNTRY BAKERY
2951 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge
(410) 228-9111
Extensive selection of coffee and 
espresso drinks. Fresh baked donuts and 
seasonal treats, soups and sandwiches.

BELLA’S OF CAMBRIDGE
2711 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge
(410) 901-3394
This isn’t the first branch of this Italian 
restaurant, serving up pizza, stromboli, 
calzones, cheesesteaks, clubs, chicken 
parm, hoagies, salads and desserts.

BIG DADDY’S
SOUL FOOD KITCHEN

748 High Street, Cambridge
(410) 221-2909
Southern soul food with fried fish, turkey 
wings, chicken, spare ribs, crab cakes, pig 
feet, mac-n-cheese, seafood salad, string 
beans, southern rice, yams and more.

BLACK WATER BAKERY
429 Race Street, Cambridge
(443) 225-5948
Serving locally roasted coffee, espresso 
and other coffees, baked goods and lite 
fare like quiche, soup and smoothies in 
a coffee house atmosphere.

BLUE POINT PROVISION AT 
THE HYATT

101 Heron Blvd., Cambridge
(410) 901-6410
A sophisticated atmosphere at the 
Hyatt’s seafood specialty restaurant, 
overlooking the marina. Open spring to 
October. Reservations accepted.

BLUE RUIN
400 Race Street, Cambridge
(410) 995-7559
Cocktail lounge with fine wines, beer, 
signature cocktails, interesting eats and 
a 1920s speakeasy vibe: cool and classy.

BOATS & HOSE
514 Taylors Island Rd., Taylors Island
(410) 901-1070 
Restaurant named for both the marina and 
nearby volunteer fire company. Serving up 
a variety of seafood and live music.

BOMBAY SOCIAL
413 Muir Street, Cambridge
(443) 515-0853
Indian specialties include biryani, curry, 
paneer, masala, vegetarian entrees and 
more. Simple handcrafted meals, some 
prepared in the clay oven, plus cocktails 
with a twist of India.

CAFE UNDERGROUND
420 Race Street, Cambridge,
(443) 988-1554
Specialty pastry shop and breakfast café, 
also offering lunch. They welcome tour 
groups of any size.

CAMBRIDGE DINER
2924 Old Route 50, Cambridge
(410) 228-8898
Hearty menu serving breakfast, 
sandwiches, dinner entrees, adult drinks 
and kids’ menu. Carry-out available.

CARMELA’ S CUCINA
400 Academy Street, Cambridge
(410) 221-8082
Casual family-owned Italian restaurant 
with hand-tossed, thin crust pizza, 
Italian entrees, seafood pasta, salad, 
steak, burgers, desserts, beer and wine. 

CAROL’S KITCHEN
1504 Glasgow Street, Cambridge
(443) 225-5889
Traditional, home-cooked meals for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner.

CHOPTANK RIVERBOAT CO.
6304 Suicide Bridge Road, Hurlock
(410) 943-4689
Sail along the Choptank River while 
dining aboard a turn-of-the-century-style 
paddle wheel river boat. Meals include 
crab feasts or entrees by Suicide Bridge 
Restaurant. 

RESTAURANTS

continued on the next page

Crab cakes are a highlight of Dorchester seafood. Courtesy of Old Salty’s restaurant.
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CINDY’S KITCHEN
3127 Airey’s Road Spur, Cambridge
(410) 228-3830
Originally a 1940s general store and 
Sinclair service station, the restaurant 
serves seasonal favorites, homemade 
soups, chicken and dumplings, 
shepherd’s pie, meatloaf and more.

DON CHUY TAQUERIA
411 Academy Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-2969
A Mexican taqueria specializing in tacos, 
burritos, enchiladas and fajitas made 
with fresh ingredients and traditional 
recipes, plus beer, wine and margaritas.

DORCHESTER PIZZA
107 Main Street, Secretary
(410) 943-6442
Serving pizza, wings, burgers, subs, and 
more. Fresh homemade dough. Delivery 
available.

E&L QUIK FREEZE
100 Delaware Ave., Hurlock
(410) 943-0411
Grab a sandwich from the grill, like 
cheesesteaks, burgers and fried fish, or 
chicken, cold sandwiches and sweet treats.

EAGLE’S NEST BAR & 
GRILLE AT THE HYATT

100 Heron Blvd., Cambridge
(410) 901-1234
Follow up your golf game with 
appetizers, burger or fresh salad at this 
laid-back bar and grill overlooking River 
Marsh Golf Club.

EL CABRITO MEXICAN GRILLE
535 Poplar Street, Cambridge
(443) 477-6444
Inspired by traditional Mexican recipes 
and modern cooking styles, with tacos, 
burritos, sopes, tlayudas, enchiladas, 
fajitas, quesadillas and more.

GREAT WALL CHINESE 
RESTAURANT

309 Sunburst Hwy., Suite 25, Cambridge
(410) 228-0332
Classic Chinese food, with soup, stir fry, 
noodles, apps, lunch specials and more.

GREAT WALL 2 CHINESE 
RESTAURANT

416 Washington Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-6969
Classic Chinese food, with soup, stir fry, 
noodles, apps, lunch specials and more.

HIGH SPOT 
305 High Street, Cambridge
(410) 264-1295
Taking pub fare to a fine dining level 
with sandwiches, appetizers, seafood, 
brunch and more.

HOMETOWN PRIDE MARKET 
AND DELI

104 Main Street, East New Market
(410) 943-1904
This local grocery and deli serves hot food, 
from burgers and fried oyster sandwiches 
to goulash and shepherd’s pie.

HOOPERS ISLAND GENERAL 
STORE

2806 Hoopers Island Road, Church Creek
(410) 397-3123
The general store has salads, desserts, 
crab cakes and cheesesteaks, plus liquor, 
groceries, tools, hunting and fishing gear.

HURLOCK PIZZA PALACE
101 N. Main Street, Hurlock
(410) 943-1111
Hot pizza, handmade subs, appetizers and 
more in Hurlock.

JOHNNY’S TAVERN
39 Main Street, East New Market
(410) 943-3624
East New Market’s neighborhood 
restaurant & bar. Great food, local flavor, 
live bands and DJs on weekends

KATIE’S AT THE AIRPORT
5263 Bucktown Road, Cambridge
(410) 901-8844
Watch the airplanes land and take off 
while dining on seafood, steaks and other 
down-home, local Eastern Shore meals.

KOOL’S CARRY OUT
(410) 228-2828
112 Washington St., Cambridge
Known for fried chicken, subs, sandwiches 
and daily specials, like shepherd’s pie and 
biscuits with sausage gravy.

LIL’ BITTA BULL
520 Race Street, Cambridge
(443) 205-2219
The popular storefront features wood-
smoked pit barbecue brisket, turkey, 
ribs, pulled pork, chicken, sandwiches, 
platters and signature cocktails. 

MARYLAND BLUE
4814 Madison Canning House Rd., 
Madison | (410) 901-3952
Burgers, sandwiches, crab cakes, soup, 
popular porkchops, live entertainment, full 
bar, more — Southern Dorchester style.

MICHENER’S LIBRARY 
AT THE HYATT

100 Heron Blvd., Cambridge
(410) 901-1234
Named after the American author, the 
cocktail lounge features outdoor views, 
overstuffed couches, stone fireplaces and 
spots to meet friends or hide away. 

MILLIE’S ROAD HOUSE
BAR AND GRILL

200 Ocean Gateway, Vienna
(410) 376-3130
Serving crab cakes, steamed shrimp, 
local fish, oysters, steaks, subs and more. 
Breakfast, lunch, dinner and catering.

MOM & POPS FAMILY 
RESTAURANT

103 S. Main St., Hurlock
(410) 943-0222
Good ol’ down home country cooking. 
Specializing in hand-cut steaks, plus 
seafood, breakfast and lunch specials.

NECK DISTRICT GRILL
1042 Hudson Road, Cambridge
(410) 228-3052
Since 1875, this quaint country store 
has served as the epicenter of the Neck 
District, with snacks, drinks, sandwiches, 
plus bait, gossip and other odds and ends.

RESTAURANTS

Blue crabs are a Maryland specialty, one 
tasty side of a thriving seafood industry. 
Courtesy of Suicide Bride Restaurant.
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OCEAN ODYSSEY
316 Sunburst Hwy., Cambridge
(410) 228-8633
Features a rotating stock of fresh fish, 
crabs, oysters, craft brews, local wines, 
fresh bread and the signature “Bay on a 
Bun” sandwich.

OLD SALTY’S RESTAURANT
2560 Hoopers Island Road, Fishing Creek
(410) 397-3752
Take the 23-mile scenic drive to Hoopers 
Island for dinner and a sunset at the 
historic restaurant, featuring local 
seafood, prime cuts of beef, homemade 
rolls and desserts.

OVERFLOW CAFE
400 Muir Street, Cambridge
(443) 477-6291
More than a coffee and sandwich shop 
— the owners also seek to share hope in 
the neighborhood by modeling healthy 
community interactions, rooted in 
Christ.

PALM BEACH WILLIES
638 Taylors Island Rd., Taylors Island
(410) 221-5111
Come by boat or land for floating 
waterfront dining at Slaughter Creek 
Marina with an extensive menu and 
outdoor seating.

PAUL’S DELI ON THE CREEK
106 Market Square, Cambridge
(443) 477-6630
Serving up lunch and dinner with subs, 
sandwiches, wings, crab balls, salads and 
burgers. Eat in or carry out.

PAUL’S PUB BAR AND GRILLE
1200 Goodwill Avenue., Cambridge
(410) 901-1212
Homemade specialties include shrimp 
salad, soups, chili, hand-breaded fried 
shrimp and chicken wings, pizza, 
burgers and more. 

PEKING HOUSE 
RESTAURANT

2717 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge
(410) 228-9242 and (410) 228-2345
Offering a wide selection of Chinese food 
and full sushi bar. Carry out or dine in, 
near the Route 50 Holiday Inn Express.

PLAZA TAPATIA
315 Sunburst Hwy., Easton
(410) 228-7808
Authentic Mexican cuisine with friendly 
service at many Delmarva locations. 
Enjoy the atmosphere or carry out.

PIZZA ZIYA
308 Sunburst Hwy., Cambridge
(410) 221-8585
Tasty pizza, hoagies, pastas, salads, wings 
and more. Made with fresh ingredients. 
Eat in or carry out. Delivery available.

PORTER SOUL FOOD 
RESTAURANT

309 Sunburst Hwy., Cambridge 
(443) 225-5175
“Southern food with attitude”: turkey wings, 
ox tails, chitterlings, pork chops, catfish, 
collards, candied yams, okra and more.

PORTSIDE SEAFOOD 
RESTAURANT

201 Trenton Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-9007
Family-owned restaurant and bar 
overlooking the Cambridge Creek and 
drawbridge. Seafood, sandwich and entrées.

RAR BREWING
504 Poplar Street, Cambridge
(443) 225-5664
Craft brewery with a taproom that 
expanded into a restaurant in 2019, 
with rotating collection of brews and 
pub fare, plus brewery tours, live music 
and more.

RISE UP COFFEE
3028 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge
(443) 225-5734
Located on Route 50, the café also 
incorporates food alter-ego, MAD EGGS, 
serving up scratch-made breakfast and 
lunch, with indoor and outdoor seating.

RIVER VIEW AT THE POINT
1A Sunburst Hwy., Cambridge
(410) 228-0870
Casual, family-style restaurant with a 
beautiful view of the Choptank River. Fresh, 
local and homemade meals at great value.

RUSTICANA PIZZA
2831 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge
(410) 228-2399
Family restaurant with Italian fare: 
pizza, pasta, wings, subs, seafood and 
salads. Eat in, carry out or delivery.

SNAPPER’S WATERFRONT CAFÉ
112 Commerce Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-0112
Waterfront dining and tiki bar serving 
Caribbean-inspired dishes and drinks, 
with Maryland seafood, Southwestern 
cooking, American and island cuisine.

SOFT & SALTY SEAFOOD
5456 Ragged Point Road, Cambridge
(410) 476-3069
Carry-out seafood including hard and 
soft crabs, oysters, salads, soup and 
dessert. In the Neck District area outside 
Cambridge, about 14 miles from US 50.

SUICIDE BRIDGE 
RESTAURANT

6304 Suicide Bridge Road, Hurlock
(410) 943-4689
Beautiful waterfront dining with crab 
cakes, seafood, prime cuts of beef, and 
homemade desserts. Banquet facility and 
off-site catering available.

TAQUERIA FLORITAS
1721 Race Street, Cambridge
(443) 225-5152
Serving up authentic Mexican food 
including at least eight types of tacos, 
breakfast dishes, burritos, fajitas, 
quesadillas and more. 

THAITALIAN INFUSION 
CUISINE

300 B Washington Street, Cambridge
(443) 225-6615
Merging Thai food by a Thai chef, and 
Italian food by an Italian chef: pasta and 
pizza to spring rolls, pho and pad thai.

VINTAGE 414
414 Race Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-4042 
Expanding palates through drinks, small 
plates, cheese boards and flatbreads, with 
retail gourmet shopping.

WARWICK RIVER CAFÉ
147 Main Street, Secretary
(410) 934-1306
Homestyle cooking, from blackened 
scallops, shrimp tacos and catfish bites 
to crab balls, soup and desserts.

WATER’S EDGE GRILL 
AT THE HYATT

100 Heron Blvd., Cambridge
(410) 901-6400
A full-service restaurant at the Hyatt 
Regency Chesapeake Bay Resort 
with picturesque views and regional 
specialties, including aged steaks, 
poultry and game.

WOOLFORD STORE
1614 Taylors Island Road | (410) 228-3020
woolfordstore.com/hours-and-menu
Grab a bite at the hunting and fishing 
headquarters, with satisfying subs, 
burgers, salads, sides and wraps.

RESTAURANTS
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Story and Photo
By Laura Walter

Much of Dorchester County’s eco-
nomic success comes from businesses 
that fly under the radar, but crucially 
keep everything else running smoothly. 
Hill’s Industrial is one such spot, still 
going strong after 60 years in Linkwood.

They sell, and more importantly, 
they repair electromechanical equip-
ment used in manufacturing and infra-
structure: factories, poultry processing 
companies, food factories, municipal 
wastewater treatment plants and power 
plants. “All the equipment that keeps 
water moving in these facilities is driv-
en by motors and pumps and what they 
call ‘electromechanical equipment,’” 
explained Mark Hill, a company vice 
president and son of the founders.

Their primary clients are other busi-
nesses and organizations. (While the 
average homeowner might just go buy 
a replacement motor or system, the 
industrial client works to keep high-
dollar equipment repaired and run-
ning for as long as possible, especially 
if the product hasn’t hit the end of its 
lifespan.) Equipment includes electric 
motors, pumps, controls and power 
transmission equipment. Services in-
clude rebuild and rewind, epoxy and 
encapsulation, mechanical repair, ma-
chine shop services and predictive and 
preventive maintenance.

Larry and Patricia Hill’s business 
has morphed over the decades, and 
sons Mark and David are now company 
vice presidents. “We’re very diversified 
throughout industry. It’s one of the 
things that allowed us to [adapt] over 
60 years. … There’s always a customer 
in need for Hill’s,” said Mark. “We’re 
basically on call 24 hours, 365 days a 
year because the factories run night 
and day. During COVID [lockdowns], 
we never missed a day of work because 
all of my customers were still operat-
ing, all the poultry plants, the waste-
water treatment plants, the food plants 
… We really were essential.”

About 45 people work for Hills, serv-
ing a broad swath of Delaware, Mary-
land and Washington, D.C., plus vari-
ous municipal and industrial clients in 
Dorchester.

The company leaders appreciate the 
Dorchester Economic Development 
Office because of business connections 
and leads, plus the guidance provided 
during hard times, like COVID-19 pro-
tocols.

“There’s a lot of career opportuni-
ties here. You don’t have to be an elec-
tromotor expert, you just have to have-
on-the-job training. There are some 
good, talented people in Dorchester,” 
and sometimes that means encouraging 

mechanically-minded people to come 
learn a skill that could give them a job 
for decades to come. “We have to see 
something that people don’t always see 
in themselves.”

With several of their children also 
involved in the company, the third gen-
eration is now learning the ropes, too. 
“Hill’s is poised for a lot of growth and 
opportunity, so we’re not done yet,” 
Hill said. “But we’re definitely a hidden 
gem in Dorchester County.”

Masters of the motor make machinery go

“Rewinding” the copper wire is the basis of any electromechanic shop, said Mark Hill. 
Here, an employee refurbishes a stator (one part of a motor). Photo by Laura Walter.
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Downtown Development
Marina
Restaurants
Business Incentives

Enterprise Zone Tax Credits
Income Tax Credits
Real Property Tax Credits

One Maryland Tax Credit
Project Tax Credit
Start-up Tax Credit 

HUB Zone 
Maryland Job Creation 
Tax Credit 
Job Creation Tax Credit 
 Priority Funding Areas

Why Choose Cambridge?

choosecambridge.com
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Featuring a seafood rich menu including crab cakes, 
choice cuts of beef, great pasta, and homemade desserts.

6304 Suicide Bridge Road, Hurlock, Maryland 21643 • 410-943-4689
  www.suicidebridge.com • (twelve miles from Cambridge)

WATERFRONT BANQUET FACILITY
Business Meetings • Parties • Weddings • Group Tours • Holiday Parties 

Dining Experience While Overlooking Cabin Creek

HOME OF THE  CHOPTANK RIVERBOATS 
TRUE STERNWHEELER REPRODUCTIONS
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Megan Holotik Ins Agency Inc.
Megan Nabb Holotik, Agent

722 Cambridge Marketplace Blvd.
Cambridge, MD 21613

Bus: 410-228-2665

Davis Insurance Agency Inc.
Karen A. Davis, Agent

208 Cedar Street
Cambridge, MD 21613

Bus: 410-228-1358
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MARINAS

CAMBRIDGE MUNICIPAL 
YACHT BASIN

2 Yacht Club Drive, Cambridge
(410) 228-4031
cambridgeyachtbasin.com

Located on the Choptank River near 
the mouth of Cambridge Creek. With a 
maximum depth of 13 feet, it is an ideal 
stop for boats large and small. Whether 
you are out for a day trip on a 20-foot 
boat or on a weekly excursion on a large 
200-foot luxury yacht, the facility can 
accommodate a variety of guests near 
historical Cambridge.

CAMBRIDGE YACHT CLUB
1 Mill Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-2141
www.cambridgeyachtclub.org

If you do travel as a club member, 
there is reciprocity with many other 
yacht clubs. Marina features deep-water 
slips, water and electric service at every 
slip, direct access to the Choptank River, 
shower facilities, dining for members, 
transient slips for cruisers and walking 
distance to nearby restaurants and retail.

GENERATION III MARINA
205 Cedar Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-2520
generation3marina.com

Generation III Marina is located at the 
head of Cambridge Creek. Overnight 
slips, showers, electric, pump out, 
marine supplies, full-service boatyard.

GOOTEE’S MARINE
1439 Hoopers Island Road, Church Creek
(410) 397-3122
gootees.com

Marina: In Golden Hill, on Wallace 
Creek off the Honga River. Overnight 
slips, electric, fuel, pump out, ice, 
groceries, marine supplies, repair and 
sales. Fishing Charters: Bait and tackle 
provided. Boat sales and service since 
1955.

PL JONES BOATYARD 
AND MARINA

2560 Old House Point Road, Fishing Creek
(410) 397-3507
facebook.com/PLJonesboats

Located on Back Creek off the Honga 
River, offering overnight slips, services 
and repair.

RIPPONS HARBOR
1814 Hoopers Island Road, Hoopersville
(410) 397-3200

On the Honga River at Lower Hooper 
Island. Overnight slips, fuel, electric, 
ice, pump out. Transportation available. 
Crab meat and steamed crabs available 
on site in season.

RIVER MARSH MARINA AT 
THE HYATT

100 Heron Boulevard, Cambridge
(410) 901-6380
hyatt.com

At Hyatt Regency Chesapeake Bay 
Resort, those who dock their boats 
at the 150-slip marina overnight will 
enjoy guest privileges throughout the 
resort. Slips range from 30-by-16 feet to 
80-by-25 feet, and have electric, cable, 
wireless internet and water hookup 
available. The marina store offers 
boating accessories, apparel, liquor, soft 
drinks, ice and light snacks.

SLAUGHTER CREEK MARINA
638 Taylors Island Road,
Taylors Island
(410) 221-5000
slaughtercreekmarina.com

Slaughter Creek Marina is located on 
Route 16 West, alongside the Slaughter 
Creek Bridge, southwest of Cambridge. 
It is open seven days a week and offers 
deep-water boat slips, a ship store, boat 
and bike rentals, a 25-ton travel lift, dry 
storage, fuel dock, marine pump out 
station, pool and bath house, and more. 
Located on protected Slaughter Creek, 
just 4 miles from the Chesapeake Bay off 
the Little Choptank River, the marina 
is convenient for crabbing, fishing and 
adventuring, with a 7-plus foot channel, 
plenty of parking, nearby golfing, 
facilities for motor homes and extra 
lodging in the area.

Captains enjoy use of Dorchester’s many docks and marinas. Photo by Laura Walter.
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SUICIDE BRIDGE 
RESTAURANT MARINA

6304 Suicide Bridge Road, Hurlock
(410) 943-4689
suicide-bridge-restaurant.com/suicide-
bridge-marina

Located at Cabin Creek off the 
Choptank River (at Daymark #38), the 
marina offers water, electric, ice and 
pump-out facilities. year-round and 
transient boat slips. The restaurant has 
dockside dining, drinks, sandwiches, 
blue crabs, entrees and more.

TAYLORS ISLAND 
CAMPGROUND MARINA

4362 Bay Shore Road, Taylors Island
(410) 397-3275
facebook.com/taylorsislandfamcamp

Located on Taylors Island along the 
Chesapeake Bay, the marina offers 
transient slips, a bathhouse, store and 
camping.

YACHT MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY

101 Hayward Street, Cambridge
(410) 228-8878 and (443) 205-4502
yachtmaintenanceco.com

Serving commercial vessel operators, 
government agencies, watermen and 
yacht owners for over 25 years. Boat 
building, repair and maintenance, plus 
vessel storage, wet, dry or indoors. Haul-
out facilities include a 68-ton travel-lift, 
200-ton railway and crane service. An 
authorized dealer for many marine brands.

MARINAS

You might dock alongside the Choptank Riverboat Company’s two 80-foot paddle wheelers, here in Hurlock. Photo by Laura Walter.
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Shop Small for Local Flavor
Story and Photos
By Laura Walter

Small gift shops really lend 
to the flavor of an area. Plus, 
unlike big box stores, the own-
ers are more likely to be in-
grained in the community.

Two of Dorchester’s locally 
owned stores add charm to 
Cambridge. Honey Bee Trad-
ing Post is tucked comfortably 
into the downtown, selling 
whimsical and playful gifts. 
Find honey from around the 
world and top-shelf snacks and 
confections, like duck fat car-
amels. Honey Bee brings cool 
and cozy to one place, with 
soaps, journals, knickknacks 
and fun retro-style sodas from 
the fridge.

Out on U.S. Route 50, the 
Bay Country Shop also sees 
the traffic of local shoppers 
and visitors. “They like that 
when they walk in the door, we 
say, ‘Hello, what are you look-
ing for? Can we help you?’” It’s 
easier to build a friendly con-
versation at small shops than 
at big box stores, said owner 
Connie Tubman. “We do every-
thing we can do to make ‘em 
feel welcome. That’s it in a nut-
shell.” Customers have been 
returning for 50-plus years for 
gifts, jewelry, women’s fashion 
and Eastern Shore artwork, 
books and hunting clothes.

Especially coming from 
Maryland’s Western Shore, 
tourists “just love” visiting 
Dorchester, said Tubman. “It’s 
a slower pace, they like the at-
tention, they like the water.” 
And they like the variety of ac-
commodations, including B&B 
and upscale hotel. Ultimately, 
“It is a wonderful place to do 
business.”

Honey Bee Trading Post, above.
Bay Country Shop, below.

Photos by Laura Walter.



Dorchester County: Water Moves Us | 2023   41

A
D
G

B
E
H

C
F
 I

AIRCRAFT from B&B Sport Aviation. BOXES welded for a server farm from David Willey Welding. CONVEYOR BELTS from 
Rexnord. DESSERTS by T’s Divine Sweets. EMERIL’S PASTA SAUCE from B&G Foods. FIREARMS from LWRC International. 
GREENCOAT WAX-FREE BOXES from DS Smith. HOT RODS from R&M Performance. ICE from Kool Ice.

DORCHESTER  from A  to Z
Made in
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JEWELRY from Thomas’s Fine Jewelry. KETTLES FOR FOOD PROCESSING from C&K Lord. LIQUID GAS from 
Air Liquide. METAL MESH by GKD. NANTICOKE NECTAR from RAR Brewery. OYSTERS from Dorchester waterways. 
PET FOOD PROTEINS from Valley Proteins. QUICK-BLANCHED MUSHROOMS by The Mushroom Company. RAILINGS 
from Patriot Steel.

DORCHESTER  from A  to Z
Made in
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SOUP from Protenergy Natural Foods. TAMANU OIL from Nadia’s Cremes. U-PICK VEGETABLES from Emily’s Produce. 
VEHICLE WRAPS from Mid Shore Graphics. WINE from Layton’s Chance Winery. X-RAY OYSTER GRADER from Hoopers 
Island Oyster Company. YACHT MAINTENANCE from Yacht Maintenance Co. ZOSTERA MARINA Submersed Aquatic 
Vegetation from UMCES.

DORCHESTER  from A  to Z
Made in
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DORCHESTER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
 Dorchester County Public Schools grasps our role in the future prosperity 
and growth of Dorchester County with understanding and enthusiasm. Most 
of our future workforce and community leaders will pass through classrooms, 
and it is our responsibility to prepare them for 21st century careers. Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) is key to meeting the economic challenges that lie 
ahead of us, and just one example of how we are meeting those challenges is 
through our Biomedical Sciences program, operating under the national Project 
Lead the Way umbrella. This year, for the first time, the Biomedical Sciences 
offerings at our individual high schools have been combined and strengthened by 
relocating to the Dorchester Career and Technology Center.

 The Biomedical Sciences program is offered to students in grades 9 through 
12 and is comprised of four tracks: Principles of Biomedical Science; Human 
Body Systems; Medical Interventions; and Biomedical Innovation. Students 
work with the same tools and equipment used by lab professionals and connect 
learning to life, investigating such topics as human medicine, physiology, 
genetics, microbiology, and public health. Teamworking ensures students 
learn transferable skills in demand by employers such as critical thinking and 
communication. 

 Both instructors in our Biomedical Sciences program come from careers in 
the health sciences, bringing real world experience to their lessons. Ms. Linda 
Barnes worked in various healthcare positions centered in Radiological Sciences 
for 10 years. Ms. Lauren Varner worked for a lab-based company, in which she 
gained and refined extensive lab skill practice. They both hold master’s degrees 
and certifications in all PLTW Biomedical Sciences tracks.

 Many alumnae of the PLTW Biomedical Sciences program are already 
working as or on track to become medical practitioners in our community. 
Program completers can be found serving as Registered Nurses at University of 
Maryland Shore Regional Health in Easton and other locations; completing the 
Doctoral Program at UMES in Physical Therapy; serving as a Dorchester County 
EMT while finishing training at Chesapeake College to be a paramedic; enrolled 
in the Chesapeake College Nursing or Radiology Science program; on pre-med 
tracks at various universities. Some of our completers are further afield, such as 
a Trauma Nurse serving in the U.S. Army or a researcher in a public health lab 
in D.C., working on monkeypox and creating new vaccines.

 The PLTW Biomedical Sciences program is just one-way DCPS is investing in 
our community’s future through our most valuable resource – our young people.

DORCHESTER COUNTY 
BOARD OF EDUCATION

700 Glasgow Street, Cambridge, MD  21613
www.dcps.k12.md.us

W. David Bromwell
Superintendent of Schools
bromwelld@dcpsmd.org
(410-228-4747, Ext. 1002




