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prepared to celebrate this unique opportunity.  Videos will be posted online for two voting competitions: 
Fan Favorites and Strongest Potential for High Growth.  The top pitches will be reviewed by a set of 
esteemed institutional venture capitalist investors and angel investors.  
 
All videos will be given to the entrepreneurs that pitch.  If your story does not win the competition, you 
still receive a professional video with your pitch.  Please contact the Dorchester Economic 
Development office if you would like to pitch on the bus during the Dorchester County stop.  Call us at 
410.228.0155 or email sbanks@choosedorchester.org.  
 
To learn more about Startup Maryland, please visit www.startupmd.org.  For more information on the 
Day by the Bay, please visit Hooper’s Island Oyster Aquaculture Company at www.hioac.com. 
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FEATURED STORY 
MCE’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award  
 
Maryland Capital Enterprises (MCE) encourages and nurtures entrepreneurs to grow on the Eastern 
Shore.  Honoring the entrepreneurial spirit of business men and women here on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore, MCE announced their call for nominations for the Palmer Gillis 

Startup Maryland 
Celebrates Dorchester 
Entrepreneurs  
 
The Dorchester County 
Economic Development office 
has sponsored a visit and 
partnered with Startup Maryland 
in rallying entrepreneurs to 
share their story, pitch and 
encourage economic growth in 
the county. 
 
Touring approximately 20 days, 
Startup MD promotes innovation 
of the state’s finest new and 
seasoned businesses.  The tour 
begins September 15, stopping 
at economic development 
agencies, universities, incuba-
tors and municipalities to meet, 
promote and celebrate entrepre-
neurship at a grass-roots level.  
According to the Startup MD 

website, pitching is tied to four 
initiatives:  raising awareness, 
access to capital, resource map-
ping, and revenue opportunities/
corporate connections. 
 
The bus will visit Dorchester 
County and stop at the Hooper’s 
Island Oyster Aquaculture 
Company for their Day by the 
Bay celebration planned for 
September 16, 2014.  From 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., businesses 
and entrepreneurs can pitch on 
the bus, and everyone is invited 
to sample fresh seafood at the 
chef cook-off.  Entrepreneurs 
interested in pitching should 
sign up in advance.  Following 
the morning activities, the 
Dorchester Chamber of 
Commerce will hold an after-
hour event to benefit IRONMAN
-Maryland from 2:00-6:00 p.m. 
 

A studio is placed in the back of 
the bus where entrepreneurs 
can film their story and feature 
their new venture.  Startup 
Maryland provides a connection 
to an audience, peers and 
investors through promotion.  
Entrepreneurs should bring their 
“A” game, have fun and be 
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Mike Binko, Startup Maryland 2013 

If you have business news 
you wish to highlight, 

please contact the 
Dorchester County 

Economic Development 
office at 410.228.0155.   

 
We would love to share 

your news! 



Entrepreneur of the Year Award 
presented during their third 
annual banquet.  Nominees will 
be chosen from Wicomico, 
Worcester, Somerset and 
Dorchester counties. 
 
Businesses must meet the 
following criteria for eligibility: 
 
 The owner/majority partner 

must be involved in the daily 
operations of the business.  

 The business is required to 
be located in Wicomico, 
Worcester, Somerset or 
Dorchester County.  

 The company must employ 
100 employees or less.  

 The business should be 
established locally for at least 
two years.  

 The business must be a for-
profit and in good standing 
with the state of Maryland. 

 
The award will be presented at 
MCE’s annual award banquet on 
November 6, 2014, at Salisbury 
University in the Wicomico Room 
of the Guerrieri Building from 
6:00-9:00 p.m.  To learn more 
about MCE or to nominate an 
entrepreneur, go to their website 
www.marylandcapital.org, and 
then click on the Palmer Gillis 
award logo.  The nomination 
submission deadline is by 5 p.m. 
on Friday, September 26. 

SMALL BUSINESS 
Family-Owned Business 
Dedicated to Community 
 
Midshore Recyclers, Inc. is a 
family-owned and -operated 
business dedicated to the 
community.  The business has 
earned a wonderful reputation 
among the locals by supporting 
churches, schools, volunteer fire 
companies, and sport leagues.  
Most recently, Midshore 
Recyclers donated a car to the 
Hurlock Volunteer Fire Company 
to assist in a rescue training 
exercise.    
 
Midshore Recyclers will recycle 
any amount of scrap metal, large 
or small, and give cash in return 
on the same day.  A large part of 
the business involves automo-
tive dismantling.  When an 
automobile enters their facility, it 
is dismantled and prepared for 
the next step known as 
“crushing”.  Automobiles that 
have been dismantled, including 
draining of all fluids, are placed 
on a logger and baled into 
smaller cubes.  Once this pro-
cess is complete, the bales are 
loaded on their trucks and 

hauled to Baltimore for 
shredding and export.  Heavier 
metals, such as structural steel, 
are cut down to required size by 
their state-of-the-art shearer.  
Midshore Recyclers, Inc. is fully 
involved in all areas of scrap 
metal recycling and is there to 
help you with your needs. 
  
Established in 2007 and employ-
ing twenty full-time personnel, 
Midshore Recyclers along with 
her parent company Schultz and 
Sons Salvage have a combined 
experience of over 50 years in 
the scrap recycling industry.  The 
business is open six days a 
week for customer convenience.  
To learn more about Midshore 
Recycling, follow them on 
Facebook or visit 
www.midshorerecyclers.com. 
 
 

EVENTS 
Some Events in a Packed 
September 
 
Saturday, September 20:  The 
inaugural IRONMAN Maryland 
triathlon will be held in 
Cambridge.  Join the fun as 
downtown Cambridge also cele-
brates with their annual Summer 
Send-Off event.  The Summer 
Send-Off and its Blues, Brews, & 
BBQ are from 5-10 p.m. on the 
300 and 400 blocks of Race 
Street.  Visit the shops, dine out, 
and be a spectator as the ath-
letes run by.  For more 
information, please visit 
www.cambridgemainstreet.com. 
 
Friday, September 26: The 
24th Annual Chamber Challenge 
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MANUFACTURING 
Local Manufacturer’s 
Future Looks Bright 
 
Protenergy Natural Foods is a 
growing and innovative company 
at the forefront of the evolution of 
carton and recart broth, soups and 
gravies, both for private label and 
corporate brands.  Protenergy, 
which operates a 200,000-square-
foot production facility on Woods 
Road in Cambridge, Maryland, is 
known in the industry for their 
Tetra Recart packaging and asep-
tic packaging. 
   
Oak Brook, Illinois-based 
TreeHouse Foods acquired 
Protenergy this past May.  Sam 
Reed, Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of TreeHouse 
Foods, said at the time of the 
acquisition, “We are delighted to 
welcome Protenergy Natural 
Foods and its innovative capabili-
ties in premium food and beverage 
products to the TreeHouse fami-
ly.”  Reed added, “The acquisition 
of Protenergy is expected to ex-
pand our existing packaging 
capabilities and enables us to offer 
customers a full range of soup 
products, both wet and dry.”  
 
The Maryland Department of 
Business & Economic 
Development (DBED) announced 
the $150 million acquisition.  
“Protenergy has been an out-
standing corporate partner and 
employer on the Eastern Shore, 
adding to the diversity and caliber 
of our manufacturing industry in 
Maryland,” Dominick Murray, 
Secretary of DBED, said in the 
release.  “We welcome TreeHouse 

Foods and look forward to working 
with them to add new jobs and 
grow in our state.” 
 
The business proudly demon-
strates minimal waste associated 
with their processes which ap-
peals to the environmentally 
conscious.  Currently they employ 
185 full-time employees and 73 
temporary employees.  
 
“Manufacturing has been the very 
fabric of Dorchester County’s 
history.  We are pleased with the 
acquisition of Protenergy by 
TreeHouse Foods and the jobs 
added to Dorchester County,” said 
Keasha Haythe, CEcD, 
Dorchester County Economic 
Development Director.  “The 
county looks forward to a long and 
productive relationship with 
Treehouse.  Additionally, we are 
thankful for the seamless state 
and county partnership which 
served to help facilitate this 
acquisition.” 
 
It is clear that Protenergy has a 
bright future in Cambridge.  To 
find out more about TreeHouse 
Foods, please visit 
www.TreeHouseFoods.com. 

Golf Tournament will be held at 
the River Marsh Golf Course.  
The tournament includes18 holes 
of golf, use of cart, skeet shoot, 
and lunch.  Proceeds will benefit 
education programs and other 
initiatives that support 
Dorchester County’s business 
community.  To register or learn 
more, contact the Dorchester 
Chamber of Commerce at 
410.228.3575 or by emailing 
info@dorchesterchamber.org. 
 
Saturday, September 27: Come 
downtown and enjoy 
Crabtoberfest.  The Oktoberfest-
style event will take place from 
4:00-10:00 p.m. American and 
German beer will be available as 
well as a plentiful variety of 
German and crab fare.  Enjoy 
German folk dancing and 
carnival-style games.  To learn 
more, contact the Dorchester 
Chamber of Commerce at 
410.228.3575 or by emailing 
info@dorchesterchamber.org. 
 
Sunday, September 28: The 
Eight Annual St. Michaels 
Concours d'Elegance will be held 
at the Hyatt Regency 
Chesapeake Bay Golf Resort, 
Spa, and Marina.  This year’s 
event will feature rare pre-war 
grand classics with European 
coachwork, wood-bodied cars, 
sports cars, classic wooden 
speedboats, and fashion.  
Tickets for general admission are 
$35, and VIP tickets are $100 
and include lunch at the Hyatt 
Regency.  Proceeds benefit the 
Mid-Shore Community Founda-
tion.  To find out more please 
visit www.smcde.org. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2014 Page 2 


